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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2699 
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TAGS: PINR, POL, UNGA 

SUBJECT: PLO LEADERSHIP IN DAMASCUS 

1. EMBOFF ATTENDED FUNERAL YESTERDAY OF RELATIVE OF ONE OF 
EMBASSY'S PALESTINIAN EMPLOYEES. SHAATH SAD NASHISHIBI, 

ABDUL MOHSEN ABU MAIZAR (PLO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SPOKESMAN) 
AND KHALID AL-FAHHUM (CHAIRMAN, PALESTINE CENTRAL COUNCIL) 
ATTENDED. DURING FUNERAL, NASHISHIBI TOLD PALESTINIAN 
FRIEND OF EMBOFF THAT HE HAD REFUSED TO BE PART OF PLO 
DELEGATION TO UNGA BECAUSE ARAFAT INTENDED DELIVER HARD- 
LINED INFLEXIBLE SPEECH. NASHISHIBI INFERRED THIS WAS 

REASON OTHER TWO WHO PRESENT AT FUNERAL HAD NOT GONE TOO. HE 
ADDED THAT ARAFAT HAD CHANGED HIS MIND AT LAST MINUTE AND 
WOULD NOW STRESS FLEXIBILITY AND PLO WILLINGNESS TO PURSUE 
PEACEFUL COURSE TOWARD SETTLEMENT IN ADDITION TO MAINTAINING 
IT SMILITARY OPTION. NASHISHIBI'S ONE OTHER COMMENT ABOUT 
PLO DELEGATION WAS THAT HE THOUGHT IT IS VERY GOOD ONE 
WITH "BEST OF PLO MINDS." 

2. NASHISHIBI ALSO MADE SOME CAUSTIC REMARKS ABOUT 
LEBANESE DELEGATION TO UNGA, ASKING WHY PRESIDENT 
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GENT OF LEBANESE DELEGATION. HE SAID "ANY IDIOT WOULD BE 
BETTER THAN THEY." 

3. IN OTHER BIOGRAPHIC TIDBITS, PALESTINIAN FRIEND, WHO 
CLOSE ASSOCIATE (IN CASE OF NASHISHIBI, SCHOOL COMPANION) 

OF THREE PLO LEADERS SAID ABU MAIZAR IS BAATH REPRESENTA- 
TIVE ON PLO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. HE ADDED THAT NASHISHIBI 
HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN A BAATHI BUT HAD OVER RECENT YEARS 
DECIDED BAATH IDEOLOGY NOT USEFUL FOR PALESTINIANS. SOURCE 
SAYS NASHISHIBI NOW CONSIDERED BY OTHERS TO BE COMPLETELY 
NEUTRAL. SOURCE ADDED HE ALSO HAD SEEN ABU MAIZAR'S BAATH 
VIEWS MODERATE IN RECENT YEARS. 

MURPHY 
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